
THE SEVEN SORROWS OF OUR MOTHER 

 

1- THE PROPHECY OF THE ANCIENT SIMEON 

 

He came in the Spirit in the Spirit into the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the 

law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and bless God 

saying: 

“Now Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to 

your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of all the 

peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the 

fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted, and you yourself 

a sword will pierce. (Lk 2:27-32, 34-35) 

 

2- THE FLEE TO EGYPT 

 

When they had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 

to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his 

mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod is 

going to search for the child to destroy him. “Joseph rose and 

took the child and his mother by night and departed for Egypt. 

(Mt 2:13-14) 

   

3- THE CHILD JESUS REMAINS IN THE TEMPLE 

 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of 

the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up to the 

festival, according to the custom.  After the festival was over, 

while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed 

behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, they 

traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 

When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days 

they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and 

his answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for 

you.” 



“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s 

house?” But they did not understand what he was saying to them. (Lk 2:41-50) 

4- MARY ENCOUNTERS JESUS ON THE WAY TO CALVARY 

 

A large crowd of people followed Jesus, including many women 

who mourned and lamented him. Jesus turned to them and said, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep instead for 

yourselves and for your children” (Lk 23:27-28) 

 

5- MARY WITNESSES THE CRUCIFIXION AND DEATH OF JESUS 

Standing by the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 

Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved, he 

said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son,” and to the 

disciple, “Behold, your mother.” From that time on, this disciple 

took her into his home." (John 19:25-27) 

 

6- MARY RECEIVES THE BODY OF JESUS IN HER ARMS 

 

As evening approached, Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea who 

had become a follower of Jesus, went to Pilate and asked for 

Jesus’ body. And Pilate issued an order to release it to 

him.  Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a long sheet of clean 

linen cloth. He placed it in his own new tomb, which had been 

carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a great stone across the 

entrance and left. Both Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting across from the 

tomb and watching. (Mt 27:57-61) 

 

7- JESUS IS BURIED AND MARY FEELS SOLITUDE. 

 
 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. 

Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he 

feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and 

took the body away. At the place where Jesus was crucified, there 

was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had 

ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and 

since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. (Jn 19:38, 41-42) 


